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Abstract
This paper focuses on some of the main historical events which have influenced education in the United States. The paper addresses the efforts employed by different external influences to education including the government, business, and advocacy groups. The events addressed include the role of the government in enacting different acts like the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and The No Child Left Behind Act. The paper also addresses the role of business groups like the Business  Roundtable in influencing the skills and knowledge taught through different education programs. The role of advocacy groups like the civil rights movement and the 21st Century School Fund in influencing equal opportunities and fairness in education are also covered in the paper. 
	Keywords: Advocacy, Environment, Equality, Funding, Business, Influence 


External Influences on Education Timeline
First Event: Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESSEA) of 1965 
External Influence: The enactment of the Elementary and Secondary School Education Act(ESSEA) is part of the political events which influenced public education.  
Summary of the Event
	The Elementary and Secondary Education Act was enacted as a social program aimed at fighting poverty under President Lyndon B. Johnson. The law was passed as one of the key steps taken by the government to promote equal access to education (Morse, 2000).  The law was passed to provide funding for both primary and secondary education for the acquisition of instructional materials, improve parental involvement as well as supporting educational programs. The enactment of the program ensured funding for schools with students from low-income families who may find it challenging to pay for education or access to educational support materials. 
Impact on Education
The enactment of the played a major role in influencing better access to education for people from different social classes. The program ensured that schools with vulnerable students received the additional resources required. This helped in promoting more equality in access to education for all American students. Special education centers were also established under the program to promote better access to education for students with disabilities. The Act encouraged educational development and encouraged more use of education as the main tool to fight poverty (Morse, 2000). The Act, through the funding, also gave the federal government more control over matters relating to education with the ability to dictate policies. The provision of funding by the government also ensured the continuity of educational opportunities for all. 
Personal Thoughts on Influence
	The enactment of the ESEA revolutionized the national perspective of education. Education became part of the key tools in fighting poverty and it hence emphasized its significance. The act also increased the competitiveness of education by increasing the number of people with access to education. The program was also necessary for reducing inequality in job opportunities which the people living with poverty or people with disabilities faced due to lack of equal opportunities in education. 
Second Event: Meeting between President George Bush and the chief executive officers of the Business roundtable in 1989. 
External Influence: the event represents one of the significant business group influences on Education.  
Summary of the Event
	The Business Roundtable is a lobbyist association formed by the CEOs of top companies in the United States. In the 1989 meeting, the president posed a challenge to the CEOs of the companies to dedicate their time and resources towards the improvement of elementary and Secondary education. The business leaders accepted the challenge by making a 10-year commitment in 1990 and adopting a state policy agenda aimed at improving student achievement in education (National Alliance of Business, & Business Roundtable.1992).  The agenda of the policy agenda also established that schools did not prepare students enough to meet the world standards for the changing economic market.  Through the agenda, nine components were established to be essential for any successful system of education including accountability, technology as well as parental involvement. 
Impact on Education
The policy created more business involvement in education. The involvement influenced schools to offer education that prepares the students for the job market. It also dictated the various factors essential in education components in preparing students for the core job opportunities in the market. different states were influenced to strengthen their education standards in the core subjects (National Alliance of Business, & Business Roundtable.1992). 
Personal Thoughts on Influence
The influence of business on education is extensive and also essential. Businesses provide most of the employment opportunities to individuals after school. Their involvement was necessary to promote education which produces students who are fit for the job market. It was necessary in influencing transition in the new age of information by defining the essential skills and knowledge for the changing world economy. 
Third Event: The 21st Century  School Fund commissioned a review of school learning facilities in 2002. 
External Influence: The review was among the first efforts employed by advocacy groups intended to improve the learning environment. 
Summary of the Event
	The 21st Century School Fund is an advocacy group that was established with the aim of improving the learning environments for students. The review established the various factors which affect the learning environment for students including noise, temperature, spatial configuration, and air quality. Through the organization, many groups of teachers, research organizations, parents, and also trade unions started being involved more in the planning of various learning facilities in the neighborhoods. The event focused on ways of making the environment better for learning. The group also advocated that a positive environment is also required for teachers to effectively administer knowledge (Scott, Lubienski, & DeBray-Pelot, 2009).
Impact on Education
The event helped on emphasizing the importance of the learning environment to the students. Through the efforts of the organization, the planning of learning facilities in the 21st century has focused on the numerous factors which are essential for improving performance for both teachers and students. More partnerships were established between different groups including state and local governments in efforts to improve their learning facilities. 
Personal Thoughts on Influence
	The event was essential in identifying the factors which promote success in learning. The learning environment is a key determinant of efficiency in learning.  This has generally been crucial in improving academic performance by reducing the possible challenges to learning influenced by poor environment planning (Scott, Lubienski, & DeBray-Pelot, 2009). The event provided a basis for various factors to consider when planning and designing new learning institutions for the purpose of improving academic performance. The lack of this influence would have promoted inadequate emphasis on the factors of the environment as one of the determinants of academic success. 
Fourth Event: Civil Rights Act of 1964.
External Influence: The civil rights movement as an advocacy group influenced the enactment Civil rights ACT. 
Summary of the Event
	The Civil Rights act was among the most significant influences of the Civil Rights Movement. The establishment of the Act banned discrimination of individuals on the basis of their sex and race. From the Act, different minority groups of women and African Americans were granted better access to educational resources (Patterson, & Freehling, 2001). The act was key to alleviating barriers faced by members of the minority groups on the basis of culture and color and reducing the segregation of schools that existed before the act was enacted. 
Impact on Education
The act promoted more equality to the access of education opportunities. The event has promoted equal opportunities in education in the US while reducing discrimination against children of color in schools (Patterson, & Freehling, 2001). Equality has been welcomed in learning institutions since the implementation of the Act. The Act was also essential in dealing with racial segregation which limited access to essential resources for some of the minority groups like women and African Americans. The significance of this event is reflected in the current education system in America where children are given equal opportunities to education. 
Personal Thoughts on Influence
The Act did not only reduce discrimination but also made education a right for all children in America. It promoted more access to education with people of different groups being able to access the opportunities of education as opposed to before. Education became more of a right for all children regardless of their background. This influence was necessary for changing the image of the American system of education in its ability to promote equality in society. Equality in employment opportunities was also promoted by reducing discrimination in educational opportunities. 
Fifth Event: No Child Left Behind Act of 2002
External Influence: The No Child Left Behind Act of 2002 is part of the political influence on education.  
Summary of the Event
	Congress authorized the enactment of the no child left behind Act into law in 2002. Under the law, schools were required to test students in grades 3-8 in maths and reading. It provided the standards that students are expected to meet or surpass in reading and mathematics. The test was established as a way of reducing achievement gaps between the disadvantaged and the advanced students. Through the law, all children were provided equal and fair opportunities to obtaining a better education. The act gave flexibility to district schools to improve the achievements of their students using education funds provided by the government. The standards provided under the law have greatly been considered as part of the teaching goals for most of the schools at the district level in the US. More power in decision-making was also granted to the states and schools over the federal government. 
Impact on Education
The Act provided test standards that can be used in evaluating the needs of each student. Through this, disadvantaged students can be identified and supported as much as possible. The act influenced more equality in educational opportunities by alleviating the possible challenges to education that may be promoted by poverty. It gave the students with poor backgrounds the ability to pursue the same goals in education as the students from advantaged backgrounds. This influenced the provision of equal opportunities and ensuring that students can receive funding through their schools to improve their academic achievement. 
Personal Thoughts on Influence
	The enactment of the law is one of the necessary measures to improve fairness in education achievement. More students now have the opportunity to fairly qualify for higher levels of education without the limitations of poverty. It was key in ensuring that access to education is a right for all children. The use of standardized tests also promoted a wider reach of education to different groups of people. This makes it one of the necessary events towards promoting fairness in achievement without the limitations of poverty. 
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